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ECONOMIC DEPRESSION

The country has been passing through a period of deep economic depression,
which has been Intensified by the Government policy of managing Indian aftairs
in the interests not of India but of Great Britain. The past few years have seen
great distress of the peasantry unable to pay the heavy land revenue and rent
and suffering great privations, They have witnessed curtailment of expenditure of
nation-building departments, great slump in industry, export of more than 200
crores of distress gold, dislocation of trade and a tremendous increase in unemploy-
ment the extent of which even in tho best of normal years the British Government
have never dared to ascertain owing to its vastness. These years have been remark-
able for heavy additions to the so-called public Dobt of India and the burdens of
the already overtaxed taxpayer and the poverty-stricken population for carrying on
an extravagant and top-heavy administration and partly for suppressing and
crushing the movement for freedom.

THE OTTAWA PACT

The Ottawa Pact, which has been condemned with one voice by the best-informed
opinion in the country as beiug detrimental to the best interests of India, and
particularly of the masses of agriculturists, was ratiiied. Its working has proved
that the apprehensions of its critics were well-founded. It has successfully tied
India to the chariot wheels of the British policy of Imperial preference.

INDIANS ABROAD

The position of our countrymen abroad gives no ground for satisfaction. Their
treatment in the colonies of the British Empire has been a long-standing cause of
just grievance and has influenced not a little the change in our outlook and opinion
in favour of complete independence. One after another, Indians settled in these
colonies and protectorates are being deprived of their inherent rights to which
they are entitled by virtue of their long association, service and contribution to
the prosperity of these colonies. They have, in fact, been instrumental in many
cases in building up these colonies and many have been born in them and have
their homes without any other in the world. One scheme after another is devised
to get rid of them after they are no more needed, and although it is some consola-
tion to know that the scheme of assisted repatriation has been given up, it is
also to bo noted that no place is found in the vast British Empire where they can
live and settle with the same full rights to land and citizenship as others have in
India. The latest application of this policy of squeezing ouc Indians is reported
from Zanzibar where in spite of the best of relations which Indians have maintained
for generations with the Sultan and his subjects, ordinances have been hurriedly
passed which deprive them of the rights of acquiring land, The discrimination
against Indians becomes flagrant when we know that this restriction does not extend
to the new arrivals from Arabia.

There is nothing surprising in all this when we know that Indians do nofc enjoy
even elementary rights of citizenship in their own country and which even the pro-
posed constitutional reforms are not going to confer on them.

We can only give this assurance to our countrymen abroad that as our position
at home improves their' position will also automatically improve. In this connec-
tion it is impossible not to mention with gratitude the great name of Dinabandhu
0, F. Andrews, who has been frequently going to Africa to render such help aa
has been possible for him to render.

THE DUAL POLICY

The Government policy, which was enunciated by Lord Irwin towards the end
of 1929 announcing the convening of the Bound Table Conference, has always
had a double aspect which has been emphasised more than once by Lord Willing-
don's Government. It has been claimed by the Government that this double policy,
on the one hand, aims at advancing constitutional reforms, and on the other, seeks
,to suppress what the Government considers to be subversive and revolutionary
movements. In pursuance of the first, it is claimed that the Bound Table Con-
ference has been convened and proposals have been framed as a result of consulta-
tion with Indians and that a Joint Parliamentary Committee is considering them.
These proposals are known as the White Paper. In pursuance of the second, the
Government has thought it necessary to suppress the Civil Disobedience movement
With a heavy hand,